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Home Safety Tips 
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Home is where we gather with loved ones. It's where we eat, sleep and relax in comfort and safety. It's the one place in all the world where we can let down our guard. Or can we?.... 

Last year seven million Americans suffered disabling injuries and another 26,700 died as the result of injuries sustained in the home. How can you be sure your home is the safe haven you want it to be? The following checklist is a good place to start and offers numerous safety items that no home should be without. 
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Does your home have.....

Smoke Detectors. Installing smoke detectors in your home will increase you chances of surviving a home fire by 50%.
Carbon Monoxide Detector. Every home should have at least one CO detector placed near the bedrooms.
Fire Extinguisher. A Class ABC fire extinguisher is the best choice for general home use.
Emergency Evacuation Plan. Have at least two exits from every room and hold evacuation drills annually.
Flashlights. Make sure to store extra batteries.
First Aid Kit. Make sure everyone in your home knows where to find it and how and when to use the items in it.
List of Emergency Phone Numbers. Post a list of emergency numbers including police, fire, doctors, and poison control at every telephone in the home.
Tagged Shutoff Valves. Place tags on your home shutoff valves for gas, oil, and water, and the main shutoff for your electrical supply.
Grab Bars. Install grab bars in all bathrooms and shower stalls.
Slip Resistant Finishes. Use a non-slip mat, or install strips or decals in bathtubs and showers to help prevent slipping.
Safety Glass. Shower doors, patio doors, window walls or any other large glass panel in your home should be made with safety glass.
Handrails. Every set of stairs, whether inside or outside your home, should have handrails on both sides of the stairs.
Step Stool/Utility Ladder. A step stool is necessary for those hard-to-reach places for hanging pictures and for cleaning and general home maintenance. Avoid using a chair.
Sufficient Lighting. Use night lights near bathrooms, bedrooms and stairwells. Provide sufficient lighting to all walkways and entrances to your home.
Safety Goggles. Eye protection is essential for do-it-yourself projects and also for indoor cleaning, yard and garage work.
Disaster Supplies Kit. Your 72 hour kit should include water, food, battery-operated radio and flashlight, clothing and bedding, first aid kit and other supplies you may need such as medications or baby formula
Homes Where Children Live or Visit need special consideration. They should have:

· Locking cabinets for medicines, matches, lighters, flammable liquids, potentially poisonous houshold cleaners, garden pesticides, auto chemicals, pool cleaners, etc.

· Plastic safety caps to cover any unused electrical outlets; cabinet locks for kitchen, hobby areas & bath vanities.

· Child-safety gates at the top and bottom of stairwells.

· A metal fire screen that completely covers the fireplace.

· Edge guards for sharp-edged furniture and fireplace hearths.

· Protective surfacing under and around all outdoor playground equipment.
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Ada City-County Emergency Management
7200 Barrister Drive
Boise, Idaho 83704
phone: 377-6645; fax: 377-7319
http://www.webpak.net/~accem
e-mail: accem@micron.net

