
Neighborhood Watch is a program 
designed to increase neighborhood l iv-
abi l i ty by reducing cr ime and the fear  
of cr ime by active ci t izen par ticipation.  
Just as impor tant, Neighborhood 
Watch helps to bui ld a sense of fami ly 
or  communi ty in your  area. 

 

By or gan i zi ng a N ei ghbor hood 
Watch  you  wi l l : 

·  Become fami l iar  wi th your  
neighbors and activi t ies in your  
neighborhood 

·  Be able to recognize and repor t 
suspicious activi ty 

·  Learn ways to increase your  
home’s secur i ty 

·  Become par t of an information 
network 

·  Promote a posi tive open relation-
ship between the Pol ice and your  
neighborhood 

·  Publ ici ze the fact that you and 
your  neighbors wi l l  not tolerate 
cr ime 

 

What  i s a  
Nei ghbor hood 
Watch? 

 
Establ ishing Your  

Neighborhood  
Watch 

        A Program Supported by  
   Meridian Police Department 

Phone: 208.846.7360 
Fax: 208.846.7366 
Email: delaneym@mer idiancity.org 
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Meridian Police Department 

Mission Statement 
 

The Department ’s mission is to provide the  

highest  qual i ty service in partnership with our 

 community to preserve and protect  l i fe and  

property through educat ion, prevent ion,  

and  enforcement.  

          Police Department 
         Wm. “Bill” Musser, Chief of Police 

 

 
 



Here are some ini tial  steps to assist you in form-

ing your  Neighborhood Watch: 

St ep 1: Talk with your neighbors and get  a general con-
sensus for  the best  day and t ime to hold a Neighborhood 
Watch meet ing. 

St ep 2: Decide on the geographic area that  you plan to 
organize. 

St ep 3: Set  a meet ing date and hand-del iver  invitat ions 
(or  mail) them well  in advance 

St ep 4: Have a sign-up sheet  at  the meet ing so individu-
als can express interest  in becoming a block captain and/
or  choosing tasks to be in charge of.  Tasks including set-
t ing up a communicat ion network/t ree, col lect ing money 
for  signs, post ing the signs, hosing a future meet ing, etc… 

 

Once or gan i zed, Nei ghbor hood Wat ches can  
access: 

•   Cr ime aler ts when a cr isis 
occurs 

•   Cr ime stat ist ics informat ion 

•   Training for  block captains 
and interested members 

 

St able nei ghbor hoods r esu l t  
f r om people car i ng and shar -
i ng.  Or gan i zed nei ghbor -
hoods exper i ence few er  
cr i me pr oblems. 

 

     When organizing your neighbor-
hood, it  is important  to include as 
many neighbors as possible including 
renters, landlords and businesses.  Ad-
dressing cr ime and l ivabi l i ty issues 
requires neighbors to work together to 
achieve a common goal. 

Some i deas t o enh ance you r  
Wat ch ’s ef fect i veness: 

 Share the problems that  occur in your 
neighborhood with al l  residents.  Knowledge 
helps bui ld awareness 

 Hold Neighborhood Watch meet ings at  
least  once a year and update al l  informat ion 
year ly. 

 Organize a community clean-up or  fix-up 
day to tackle things that  contr ibute to cr ime, 
l ike poor st reet  l ight ing, abandoned cars or  
houses, or  l i t tered lots. 

  Establ ish a system whereby any seniors 
or  shut-ins are telephoned at  regular  intervals 
to make certain that  everything is al l  r ight . 

 I nvite a cr ime prevent ion special ist  or  a 
dist r ict  officer  for  a fol low-up meet ing to speak 
on var ious cr ime prevent ion topics. 

 We encourage you to consider organizing a 
Nat ional Night  Out  event , NNO is held every 
year on the fi rst  Tuesday in August .  Br ing 
your neighbors together to  reconnect  and cele-
brate the successes of your Neighborhood 
Watch.  Contact  the Cr ime Prevent ion Office 
for  more informat ion at  208.846.7360.  

Gun Safety is cr i t ical ly important  and 
Mer idian Pol ice Department offers free 

gun locks for  our  community.  I n addit ion, we 
have developed an excel lent  Gun 
Safety Presentat ion.  For infor-
mat ion please contact  our  Cr ime 

Prevent ion  program at  208.846.7360.  
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     Neighborhood Watch provides con-
crete steps to assist  the neighborhood 
in establ ishing an effect ive system of 
communicat ion and pract ical  tools to 
make the community safer . 

     Each Neighborhood Watch area 
forms a team with the Cr ime Preven-
t ion Special ist , and Dist r ict  Officer .  
This team can address cr ime prob-
lems, focus on home secur i ty, and 
bui ld neighborhood cohesion.  Improv-
ing your neighborhood wi l l  also help 
improve your peace of mind and pro-
vide a chance to help others. 
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