What isa
Neighborhood
Watch?

Neighborhood Watch is a program
designed to increase neighborhood liv-
ability by reducing crime and the fear

of crime by active citizen participation.

Just asimportant, Neighborhood
Watch helpsto build a sense of family
or community in your area.

By organizing a Neighborhood
Watch you will:

Become familiar with your
neighbors and activities in your
neighborhood

Be ableto recognize and report
suspicious activity

Learn ways toincrease your
home's security

Become part of an information
network

Promote a positive open relation-
ship between the Police and your
neighborhood

Publicizethe fact that you and
your neighbors will not tolerate
crime

Meridian Police Department
Mission Statement

The Department’s mission isto provide the
highest quality service in partnership with our
community to preserve and protect life and
property through education, prevention,

and enforcement.
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Police Department
Wm. “Bill” Musser, Chief of Police

Establishing Your
Neighborhood
Watch

A Program Supported by
Meridian Police Department
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When organizing your neighbor-
hood, it isimportant toinclude as
many neighbors as possible including
renters, landlords and businesses. Ad-
dressing crime and livability issues
requires neighbors towork together to
achieve a common goal.

Neighborhood Watch provides con-
crete steps to assist the neighborhood
in establishing an effective system of
communication and practical tools to
make the community safer.

Each Neighborhood Watch area
forms a team with the Crime Preven-
tion Specialist, and District Officer.
This team can address crime prob-
lems, focus on home security, and
build neighborhood cohesion. Improv-
ing your neighborhood will also help
improve your peace of mind and pro-
vide a chance to help others.
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Hereare someinitial stepsto assist you in form-
ing your Neighborhood Watch:

Step 1: Talk with your neighbors and get a general con-
sensus for the best day and time to hold a Neighborhood
Watch meeting.

Step 2: Decide on the geographic area that you plan to
organize.

Step 3: Set a meeting date and hand-deliver invitations
(or mail) them well in advance

Step 4: Have a sign-up sheet at the meeting so individu-
als can express interest in becoming a block captain and/
or choosing tasks to be in charge of. Tasksincluding set-
ting up a communication network/tree, collecting money
for signs, posting the signs, hosing a future meeting, etc...

Once organized, Neighborhood Watches can
access:

¢ Crimealerts when acrisis
occurs

¢ Crime statistics information

e Training for block captains
and interested members

Stable neighborhoods result
from people caring and shar-
ing. Organized neighbor-
hoods experience fewer
crime problems.
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Some ideasto enhance your
Watch's effectiveness:

" Sharethe problems that occur in your
neighborhood with all residents. Knowledge
helps build awareness

' Hold Neighborhood Watch meetings at
least once a year and update all information
yearly.

C Organize a community clean-up or fix-up
day totackle things that contribute to crime,
like poor street lighting, abandoned cars or
houses, or littered lots.

" Establish a system whereby any seniors
or shut-ins are telephoned at regular intervals
to make certain that everythingis all right.

' Inviteacrime prevention specialist or a
district officer for a follow-up meeting to speak
on various crime prevention topics.

' we encourage you to consider organizing a
National Night Out event, NNO is held every
year on the first Tuesday in August. Bring
your neighbors together to reconnect and cele-
brate the successes of your Neighborhood
Watch. Contact the Crime Prevention Office
for more information at 208.846.7360.

¢~ Gun Safety is critically important and
Meridian Police Department offers free
gun locks for our community. In addition, we
have developed an excellent Gun
Safety Presentation. For infor-
mation please contact our Crime
Prevention program at 208.846.7360.




