Thiswas Meridian’ s third annual Old Town Clean Up. After surveying the general area
of Old Town, and based on need, it was determined that for 2008 our focus area would
be: south of West Pine, west of W. Main, east of W. 4™ and north of the Rail Road tracks
— as depicted below.

W. Pine

W. 4" W. Main

Rail Road Tracks.

Our first connection to the residents in the target area was with aletter and flyer mailed to
each address, with mailing labels provided from Meridian’s Planning Department.
However, nearly half of the homesin the area were owned by out of area owners, many
from out of state. Those residents from the homes which were owner occupied

responded very well to the program, and spread the word about the program to their

rental neighbors.

Organizers then followed up with door-to-door flyers to the homes, as well as working
with Meridian’s Code Enforcement which had identified properties that needed attention,
or those properties needing help.

Lastly, organizers did afinal door-to-door campaign with half sheet flyers seeking
volunteers to assist their neighbors and to join us that day.

This year we had over 50 volunteers assisting us with

the project, more than in previous years. The core of
volunteers this year was from Thrivent Financial for

Lutherans, a non-profit Lutheran group who chose Old

Town Clean Up as their “Helping Hand” project. We

also noted there were significant numbers of neighbors

helping thisyear. Neighborswho had requested help

were working shoulder to shoulder with volunteersin

actively cleaning up their yards. We purchased t-shirts

for the volunteers with money that had been donated for the clean-up.
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We were able to greet the volunteers with coffee, hot
cocoa, t-shirts and donuts. Wild West Coffee
donated the coffee and hot cocoa and Thrivent
Financia provided the donuts. Meridian Fire
Department gave a safety overview to the group
prior to breaking up into work groups.

Lunch was provided by Thrivent Financial along
with Beniton Construction.

Truly, this could not have taken place without
devel oping the partnerships with the sponsors.
Sanitary Services provided the large roll out
containers and drivers, SunBelt Rentals for
providing the bucket lift, and Pacific Steel and
Recycling for providing the container boxes for the
metal salvage. Boysand Girls Club for providing
guidance and help as well as the City of Meridian-
the departments assisting in the clean up were Police,
Fire, Code Enforcement, Parks and Recreation, Planning and Zoning , Mayor’ s Office
and to Gaylene Carstensen and her family for providing the tables and canopies. Thank
you to Les Schwab who took the tires collected at the clean up. And lastly, we partnered
with Meridian’s Senior Center; we were able to utilize their parking lot for staging the
clean up and their dining room for lunch. As mentioned above, Thrivent Financial,
Beniton Construction and Wild West for the food and beverages served to the volunteers,
and their generous help with the clean up as well.
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How do you measure success? Certainly the amount of “junk” taken out of the areais
one measurement of success; the other measurement would be the community building
aspect of the day’ s events.

Volunteers cleaned over 13 properties located within the Old Town target area.

We removed a remarkable amount of recycled metal

from the area - atotal of 9,240 Ibs. Pacific Recycling

will be issuing a check to the Boys and Girls Clubs for

$693.00. Primary clean up organizers had chosen the

Boys and Girls Club as the beneficiary of the clean-up -

if any proceeds were made. Meridian’s Boys and Girls

Club recently purchased the old Meridian School

District building on the corner of Franklin and Meridian

and is busy transforming it into the new club location. Many of the youth living in and
around the clean-up area utilize the club’s activities and benefited from the clean up.

We also removed 40 yar ds of waste from the area as well as 80 yards of wood and yard
debris. The wood and yard debris were chipped into mulch to bereutilized. This
represents another example of the group’s efforts on recycling.

Bringing neighbors together, working towards a common cause, results in creating that
wonderful sense of community. These everyday residents are the heroes who are
changing the world by making a difference in their neighborhood.

Pictures. to quote avolunteer “it was an unforgettable day”.
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